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1* Thera are at present ninety-four detective agencies in Berlin, employing a • etal 
of approximately 850 detectives,. During 1939, in comparison* there were 150 
agencies employing 1,300 detectives e Since no official approval is necessa ry 
v the opening of an agency, the number is norsr gradually increasing « A 
either of questionable persons have taken advantage of tills lack of control, and the 
Id established agencj.ee in Berlin are attempting to discredit the shady nnrcctoere* 

2* ihe largest and best-known Berlin detective agency is that of Max Pelzer, HctHu 
R ahkestrasse 23 (British Sector) 0 Falser *s fees are high, but he has act 
cxcoHent record* Twenty detectives between the ages of twenty-four and fifty 
are regularly employed by him, each earning an average monthly salary of between 
350 and 400 EM* Except for occasional rewards fro® clients, his detective * :*e~ 
eelve bonnes only under exceptional, circumstances* Pelser avoids biting turner 
policesnen or police detectives, claiming that they lack the proper feeling for 
private investigation. Ha lias been in the business for twenty— five years ^ 

: ormerly specialising in grand larceny oases* Since the sottot of 1945, cz Mtdnal 
ivestigation assignments have been crowded oat by investigations of the whsr©- 
grouts or party affiliations of former Basis* Palzer lias also been engageU by 
Kazis to procure defense evidence for denazification proceedings © In addition, 
he has a number of current assignments from large concerns to report on employees 
&fco are diverting company goods to the black market « 

3* Fritz Jandt, the head of a new detective agency at Berlin-Zehlendorf , Postwsg 33, 
ia a former police commissioner* Be foimdeoKnis agency in October 1946 an has 
s^ven regaLarly-employGd detectives and a substantial list of clients*. EUs de~ 
t actives earn approximately 400 RM a month© Although Pelzer avoids working vsith 
police vrhensver possible ^ Jandt, because of Ms contacts with farmer 
' ^ociatcs, says he works quite well with them© Els work is chiefly in the 
field of divorce cases* 

4* ^'euzadler, the proprietor of a detective agency in the Soviet Sector at 

Or&Menstr as sa 176, is known to wo r k with the W p and t he Russian kosmda tura* 

It is claimed that someo^the detectives from thj^^gencyMT^l^^rec^ly'fcr the 
MVD as agents, earning 800 1M per month thereby* Krec^adler 

■\fas in considerable financial distress until early in 1946, when his firm, pre*- 
muaably as the result of Russian support, entered into a period of inordinate 
prosperity* 25X1 X 
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•Hie oldest detective agency in Berlin is that of Kurt Arend at 
Potsdamorstrasse 159# opposite the Sportpalast. This firm was founded 

yaarg ago and is now celbrating its anniversary » iirend boasts that 
his agency was the first to have its telephone privileges restored in 
1945 o He has sixteen regularly— employed detectives, and is the only 
Berlin agency owner to have opened branches in all the occupation zones 
f or iiin a ratter of reopening his former branches. His Soviet Zone branch 
office in Leipzig was closed by the police on 16 July, his representative 
in He okleri burg is being held by the police, and he believes similar action 
to have been taken in Magdeburg and Halle. 

At the present tine, detective work in the Soviet Zone is considered 
dangerous, Saxony began in May 1947 to forbid all activity of Berlin 
detectives in that province, and is i3 expected that the other provinces 
of the Soviet Zone will shortly follow suit. In July 1947 all detective 
agencies in Saxony and Thuringia were closed down, and their files were 
confiscated. Some of the agencies were reported to have been closed dovrn 
by German police, but the larger agencies in Leipzig were 3aid to have 
been closed by HUB troops » Pelser has had three employees pickect up by 
the Russians in the last three months, and has heard nothing father of 
them. Jandt complains - of the difficulty of working in the ooviet ^onej 
he said his difficulty, however, is not with the Russians, but rather with 
the German police. As a rule he personally undertakes _ the Soviet *one 
assignments. IEs favorite cover in going into the Soviet Zon^s^bypass 
as a Berliner out scrounging for food. For the most part, 25X1 X 

^^Hthg German police in the Zone have photographs of all Berlin 
detectives, and such detectives are immediately arrested when recognized. 

Pelzer claims that although- the Russians have tried several times to r 
maneuver him into an arrest, he studiously avoids entering _1foe uovxet ^c.,or. 
Recently, according to Polzer, a Russian major in a large BUTT automobile 
stopped before Pelser »s house and urgently asked him to accompany Mato 
Potsdam. The major's story was that his valise had been stolen and that 
he wanted Pelzer to find it. He promised- Pelzer a large rewaru Mid even 
offered him 10,000 R2.I in advance. Pelzer, however, begged o.f, giving th^ 

■press of business as an excuse. Amend has also had similar experiences^^ 
with Russian officers from Weissensee and Karlshorst and has had the same 
stolen suitcase lure used on him® 

According to Arend, the Russian action against detective agencies results 
not only from the usual Russian ids trust of undercover activities, but 
also from the fact that moh stolen property lias tactlessly been traced by 
smaller Berlin detective agencies to the hands of Soviet officers, 
soldiers, civilians, dependents, or camp followers. 
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